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Rad Campaign and Lincoln Park Strategies surveyed
1,017 AMERICANS over the age of 18 about how they engage 

in political activity on social media and their perceptions of 
political discourse about the 2016 Presidential campaigns.

ARE AMERICAN’S POLITICALLY 
ENGAGED IN THE 2016 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION?

48% have expressed an
opinion about support for
a candidate for President.

52% have expressed an 
opinion about opposition to a 

candidate for President

~50% of Americans have recently expressed an
opinion on social media about a candidate for President.

Political expression could lose you a few friends
on social media, and possibly your job.

Donald Trump supporters have the worst reputation 
of being aggressive or threatening online, with 
Hillary Clinton supporters in distant second.

NO MATTER YOUR EXPERIENCE OF 
THE 2016 ELECTION ONLINE, IT’S 

CRITICAL THAT YOU GET OUT AND 
VOTE. YOUR VOTE WILL HELP 

DETERMINE THE NEXT PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES!

PERCEIVED AGGRESSIVENESS of Presidential candidate supporters

57%

13%

30%

30%

18%

52%

21%

18%

62%

16%

16%

68%

8%

9%

83%

Is Social Media
EMPOWERING

or SILENCING
Political Expression
in the United States? 

On the Democratic side, Hillary Clinton supporters 
are seen as more aggressive online than Bernie 

Sanders supporters.

Americans want to see Presidential campaigns 
doing more to reign in the aggressive and 

hostile behavior of their supporters.

of all respondents said they’ve UNFRIENDED 
someone on a social network because of an 
opinion they’ve expressed about the 2016 election.

15%

of Americans who are very engaged politically 
have UNFRIENDED someone.

20%

Hispanics/Latinos and 1/4 Americans under 
35 are the most likely to UNFRIEND someone 
they don’t agree with politically.

23%
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of Americans say that 
TRUMP SUPPORTERS ARE 
VERY AGGRESSIVE online.

57%
of Trump supporters believe 
that TRUMP SUPPORTERS 
ARE VERY AGGRESSIVE 

and threatening.

35%

of Americans under 35 say their JOB COULD BE 
AT RISK for expressing political opinions online.

14%

Women are more inclined 
(59%) than men (55%) to 
say that Trump supporters 
are very aggressive online

Men (32%) are slightly more 
inclined to call CLINTON 

SUPPORTERS very aggressive 
than women (28%).

Men (18%) are slightly more 
inclined to call SANDERS 

SUPPORTERS very aggressive 
than women (15%).

Nearly ¾ of Americans who 
prefer a Democratic candidate 
say Trump supporters have been 

very aggressive online.

43% of Americans 
supporting a Republican 

candidate say that 
CLINTON SUPPORTERS 

are very aggressive.

21% of Americans 
supporting a Republican 

candidate say that 
SANDERS SUPPORTERS 

are very aggressive.

of Clinton supporters 
are viewed as VERY 

AGGRESSIVE.

30%
of Sanders supporters 

are viewed as VERY 
AGGRESSIVE.

16%

54% of Americans 
say that Presidential 
campaigns should 

take more of a
STAND AGAINST 

THE AGGRESSIVE 
BEHAVIOR of their 

supporters.

Democrats (63%)
are more likely to say 

that campaigns 
should be 

STANDING UP TO 
BAD ONLINE 

BEHAVIOR than 
Republicans (50%).

Women are more 
likely than men to 

want campaigns to 
STAND UP TO THE 

AGGRESSIVE 
BEHAVIORS of
their supporters.
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do you think there should there be a comma here?
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I don't love this graphic. is it someone thinking about unfriending someone?
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I wonder if we should get rid of this number here and write "Who's mostly likely to unfriend someone they don't agree with politically? ~ 1/4 of Hispanics/Latinos and 1/4 of Americans under 35 have unfriended someone because of politics.
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Is this supposed to be a thought bubble of someone getting fired?
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Allyson, do you think the blue/pink is too stereotypical? And do you think it's confusing that the same blue that's used for boy is also used for Democratic candidates?
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maybe it's just my screen,  but it feels like the whole infographic is HUGE.
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it's cause it's a  PDF.

jared
Sticky Note
no

jared
Sticky Note
no it will break up the uniform of the design in this section.
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Blue and pink are quick visual cues for readers scanning.  I don't think it matters if it's the same shade of blue used for Dems.




