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TO: Interested Parties 
FR:  Lincoln Park Strategies       
RE:  Turning Texas Blue? 
DATE: June 27, 2013 
 
When thinking about improving their electoral standing, Democrats turn towards the 
nation’s future demographic changes, particularly in states like Texas. Even after the 
successful 2012 election, Democrats have continued to look at where growth is possible. 
Since President Barack Obama won 71 percent of the Hispanic vote nationwide in 2012, 
and as the number of Hispanic voters increases in states like Texas, excitement is rising 
among some Democrats that upcoming elections in 2014 and 2016 will offer a glimpse of 
the future: a blue Texas. In our opinion, this rapid transformation of the Texas electorate is 
mainly wishful thinking (at least for the foreseeable future). 
 
If demographic trends and voting patterns continue, Democrats will eventually turn Texas 
purple and then blue, but our analysis shows it won’t be for several more election cycles. 
This is not to say the Lone Star State should be ignored, but as we have discussed in 
previous studies (click here), states like Arizona and Georgia are more primed to turn blue 
in the immediate future and Democrats should not let the Texas’ electoral haul cloud their 
judgment. This is especially true if efforts continue to focus solely on increasing the 
Hispanic vote and ignoring the need to increase the level of support Democrats receive 
from white voters. 
 
This analysis is not intended to dissuade Democratic efforts in Texas but rather to put likely 
electoral results in perspective and to couch expectations for 2014 and 2016. For a state 
like Texas to turn blue, it must first turn light red, then purple, then blue. The jump from 
red to blue is near impossible and based more on wishful thinking than fact.  
 

DEMOCRATS’ RECENT PERFORMANCE IN TEXAS 
 
Despite the mounting optimism, Democrats have yet to crack 44 percent in any recent 
statewide election in Texas. The fact that Democrats have seen their statewide percentage 
fall in 2010 and 2012 from the heights of 2008 should be reason enough to give pause to 
those who think Texas is ready to turn blue. In reality, the Democratic vote share has been 
relatively stagnant since 2004, even though demographic changes have been favoring 
Democrats nationwide, especially among Hispanic voters (a cohort that is exploding in 
Texas).   
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As the chart below of Democratic statewide high-water marks shows, 2008 represented a 
high for Democrats when President Barack Obama received 43.6 percent of the vote. The 
numbers in the next two elections actually moved in the negative direction with Bill White 
receiving 42.4 percent in the 2010 gubernatorial election and Obama receiving 41.3 
percent in 2012. 

 
Despite these results, some like to say that the lack of time and money invested during the 
2008 and 2012 cycles dampened what could have been higher Democratic results. While 
this observation may be technically correct, our read into the data is that this detracts from 
what should be viewed as a longer term goal. 
 
The challenge for Democrats’ “Hispanic-only focus” is that the percentage of Hispanics in 
Texas has been rising much faster than the percentage of Hispanics voting in Texas. 
Hispanics were 20 percent of the electorate in the 2004 and 2008 Presidential elections, 
and were only 17 percent in the 2010 election. Unfortunately, there were no exit polls in 
Texas in 2012, but it is unlikely that the percent of Hispanics voting was much higher than 
20 percent since Democrats performed worse than they did in 2008. Given past election 
results, coupled with looking at states where exit polls are available for 2012, there is no 
reason to believe that Hispanic voting trends were any different in Texas. 
 
That being said, when comparing Presidential and midterm election cycles, it becomes 
clear that the percentage of white voters in Texas is slowly decreasing. In 2008, white 
voters made up 63 percent of the electorate, a small drop from 66 percent in 2004. A larger 
decrease is seen when comparing 2010 (67 percent) to 2006 (75 percent). Given the low 
level of support Democrats can count on among white voters, it will take larger gains in 
Hispanic support and a more significant decrease in the vote share held by whites for 
Democrats to overcome these demographic trends. The only way for Democrats to 
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overcome this gap in the near future is to increase support among white voters while 
continuing to grow Hispanic and African American voting participation.   

 
 
LOOKING TO 2014 
 
Our view is that Democrats have a small chance, at best, of winning statewide in 2014. As 
discussed above, the clear pattern of the past elections shows a spike in the percentage of 
white voters in midterm election years. This fact alone makes the task of winning the 
Governor’s mansion a very difficult task. 
 
We project an electorate in 2014 that would be approximately 65 percent white, 13 
percent black, and 18 percent Hispanic, with the last 4 percent split between Asian and 
other ethnic groups. This is a less favorable electorate than Democrats had in either the 
2004 or 2008 elections when they averaged less than 42 percent of the vote. If Democrats 
maintain their typical off-year performance among each group, they would garner 41.6 
percent of the vote, which is clearly a far cry from their goal. 
 
While this prediction does not factor in specific candidates which can have a clear positive 
or negative effect on the final results, it does show the baseline where Democrats begin. 
For example in 2010, Bill White outperformed his expected results slightly which either can 
be attributed to the campaign Bill White ran or a slight uptick of anti-Rick Perry voters 
thanks to the campaign he ran and his record in office.  
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To further illustrate what a difficult task winning the Governorship in 2014 will be, below 
we lay out several somewhat rosy projections for turnout and performance among 
different ethnic groups. Despite what are most likely unrealistic scenarios, the outlook still 
does not get Democrats to where they need to be.   
 
The first alternative projection assumes that the ethnic percentage of the electorate stays 
as is and that Democrats achieve their top performance among each of the groups from 
2004-2012. In this scenario, Democrats win 30 percent of the white vote, 98 percent of 
blacks, and 63 percent of Hispanics. Under these circumstances, Democrats maximize the 
hand they have been dealt. Even with what would be an amazing performance across the 
spectrum, Democrats would still only be projected to attain 45.6 percent of the vote in 
2014. 
 
Some may object to our projected electorate and suggest there is a coming Hispanic 
explosion in voters that is not being captured fully in the model. However, even a radical 
increase in Hispanics will leave Democrats short of the intended goal. If white voters fall to 
56 percent of voters, a stunning 11 percentage point decline from the last midterm 
election, and Hispanics rise to 25 percent, (and Democrats maintain their typical off-year 
patterns with each group) they would only garner 44.2 percent of the overall vote in 
November 2014. 
 
The third and most rosy scenario is a combination of the first two alternatives. Democrats 
achieve their best voting performance across the board, and Hispanics turn out to 
unprecedented levels. In this scenario, Democrats would reach 48.8 percent: an impressive 
number given Democrats’ recent performance in the state. Nonetheless, when the ideal 
scenario still results in a loss, it shows Democrats that their efforts should be couched in 
terms of building towards the future versus a victory in 2014. Said in another way, a 
projection that focuses on an absolute high-water mark only gets Democrats close and not 
over the finish line. Any more favorable projections would simply be picking numbers until 
Democrats came out ahead. This scenario shows the difficulty an ideal Democratic 
candidate would have even if they were to run against a damaged Republican opponent.  
 

2016 SCENARIOS 
 
It is also important to examine how the 2016 election would look under various modeled 
scenarios, as elections in Texas differ substantially during presidential and midterm cycles. 
As mentioned above, the Texas electorate has a much higher proportion of minorities in 
presidential election years than in midterm years. The downside for Democrats is that both 
parties’ nominees are viewed through a national lens as opposed to a Texas one, 
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exacerbating the gap between conservative and liberal voting. While this is not unique to 
Texas, it does lead to performing worse among whites in presidential election years than in 
midterm elections for Democrats. This phenomenon almost entirely negates the gains from 
increased minority turnout in presidential years. 
 
In 2016, we expect the Texas electorate to be 60 percent white, 14 percent black, 21 
percent Hispanic, 3 percent Asian, and 2 percent other ethnicities. While this represents a 5 
percentage point increase in minority voters from the 2014 projection, the nationalization 
of the ultimate nominee makes it hard for Democrats to capitalize on that gain. With this in 
mind, we project that the Democratic candidate will receive only 42.3 percent of the vote 
in 2016. 
 
Even if we have substantially underestimated the percentage of Hispanics in the 2016 
election and they optimistically represent 25 percent of the electorate and Democrats 
maintain their performance with the rest of the groups, the Democratic nominee would 
only reach 43.6 percent. 
 
Adding to the challenge is the fact that Democrats tend to do worse among Hispanics in 
Texas than in most other states with substantial Hispanic populations, with the exception 
of Florida. The lack of 2012 exit polls makes this analysis a little challenging since we are 
unable to determine the exact trend from 2004 to 2012. However, if Hispanics are a 
quarter of the electorate and Democrats get two-thirds of the Hispanic vote, they are still 
well short with just 46.2 percent of the overall vote. 
 
Finally, even if Democrats maintain their excellent Hispanic performance as described in 
the previous scenario, and garner their highest level of support from white voters in the 
last decade, they still only get 48.7 percent of the vote. This means that even if Democrats 
wildly over-perform in 2016, they still won’t take Texas. 
 

IMPLICATIONS 
 
Democrats should put the dream of winning Texas on the backburner for the next several 
election cycles. Even with the most optimistic predictions of what could happen in 2014 
and 2016, Democrats will still fall short of winning the state. Furthermore, in 2016, even if 
they did manage to win the state, it would almost certainly be the cherry on top of a 
blowout win. With this being said, there is no reason that the party should not make efforts 
to accelerate the overall trends that favor Democrats. At the same time, efforts and 
financial decisions should be put in perspective and allocated with a realistic goal in mind. If 
short term electoral goals are the focus, Democrats ought to turn their attention to states 
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such as Arizona, which has a much shorter hill to climb and has been friendlier to 
Democrats in recent elections. Cementing gains in Virginia and Colorado will also be more 
worthwhile short term endeavors than going after Texas. Those may not capture headlines 
or donors’ attention, but it is a far more prudent strategy for the ultimate goal: winning 
elections.  
 
If Democrats are serious about turning Texas blue, they need to move past the sole focus 
on Hispanic voters and begin to increase support among white voters (in a manner that 
does not alienate Hispanic and African American voters). In 2006 and 2008, Democrats 
received on average 26 percent of the white vote. If Democrats can increase white support 
by nine points to 35 percent and retain their current advantage among Hispanic and Black 
voters, the Democratic coalition would reach 48 percent of the electorate by 2020. If these 
efforts are coupled with a focus on Hispanic registration and turnout, the numbers will 
move in an accelerated fashion towards Democrats turning Texas blue that much sooner.  
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